
Meditation on Ezekial 37:114. 

Ezekial prophesied from about 593-571 BCE after Jerusalem fell to 
Nebuchadreszzar and he and other prominent Judahites were taken into exile in 
Babylon. 

He speaks of the nation, in figurative terms as existing only as dry bones lying in a 
valley.  The text consists of a conversation between the Prophet and God in the 
midst of the valley. The conversation begins with God saying to Ezekial “Mortal, can 
these bones live?”  Then God tells Ezekial to “prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live…” etc 

It is important to understand that in this text and in many others, God acts by 
speaking. Thus the world is created in the first creation story, called the Priestly 
account, by the speech of God, by his Word.  God says “let there be”…and the 
reality appears.  This understanding is continued by the writer of John’s gospel who 
indicates in his prologue that Jesus is the Word of God made flesh.  

The coming to life of Israel from the valley of dry bones is an image of resurrection, 
what was dead, by the power of the word of God, now lives. This gives background 
to the resurrection of Jesus. While resurrection in Ezekial refers to a nation, in the 
gospels it refers to the man Jesus and to his followers. Like Israel, we are dead 
because we have gone our own way and like Israel, we are raised by the word of 
God. 

Individual believers know that the self that they have created is a false self, it is 
lifeless bone. In order to live, to be raised from that death, one must die to the false 
self and know that we are not our own, that we are not the authors of our lives.  The 
death of this false self is symbolised in baptism in which we are plunged into the 
waters of death and rise into the life of Christ.  This is our resurrection, perfected as 
we continue through life.  
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