
Reflections on a Theme 

The first Christian sermon was preached by St. Peter on the Day of Pentecost.  
Filled with the Spirit of God, his message was a brief dissertation on who Jesus was.  
And the climax of that discourse was: “This Messiah is Jesus and we are all 
witnesses that God raised him to life.  He has been exalted at God’s right side and 
the Father has entrusted the Holy Spirit to him.” (Acts 2: 32-33) 

St. Paul wrote: “…I passed on to you what I myself received: that Christ…was raised 
on the third day, according to the Scriptures, that he appeared to Cephas and then 
to the Twelve.”  There is no doubt from this and many other quotes that, first of all, 
Christ rose from the dead after his crucifixion and secondly, that this is a pivotal 
object of faith of the Christian church. (1Cor.15:3-8)  

Artists may be inspired to follow the lead of innumerable artists of the medieval and 
Renaissance periods and portray a glorified Christ rising (or having risen) from the 
tomb.  But others may understand this moment to be part of a bigger picture: an 
immortal “Son” who became incarnate in the womb of the Virgin Mary and in the 
Resurrection returns to the side of His Father which He had never left, with a body 
glorified through suffering.  And even beyond that, the mystery of a promise of 
eternal life to all who believe in Christ.  Again it is St. Paul who says: “If it is only for 
this life that we hope in Christ, we are the most unfortunate of all people.”  (I Cor. 
15:19) 

The resurrection of Christ is the most beautiful article of belief in Christianity.  To 
rise to the occasion is truly a challenge and it is Mandorla’s hope that many artists 
will take up that challenge. 
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