
The Resurrection in John (20:11 – 29) 

Everyone knows that there are a lot of interesting differences between the various 
stories of the “appearances” of Jesus after his resurrection.  Two of the most 
romantic and human among them are found in the Gospel According to John, 
Chapter 20. 

First there is the moving story of Mary of Magdala.  There is no doubt that the 
Gospel presumes a special relationship, a relationship of love between Jesus and 
Mary, though the implications of this love are certainly exaggerated by many 
modern authors.  We must remember that the specific role of Mary in this instance 
was not of a personal nature but to act as a messenger:  “Go to my brothers and 
tell them….  And the “Noli Me Tangere” immortalised by artists such as Correggio 
in the Prado is less to be translated “Don’t cling to me” as “Don’t keep touching 
me” in the sense of: Get going on the job I have for you!  It is also noteworthy that 
He does not speak of “ascending to OUR Father, to OUR God”  but to “my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God”.  In His new state of being, Jesus the 
Christ never equates His relationship to the Father with that of the disciples.  His 
resurrection has made him more than he was before! 

Also, in the narrative that follows between Thomas and Jesus, surely love is implied!  
The Doubting Thomas is so overwhelmed with sorrow at the death of Jesus a few 
days earlier that it is beyond belief that he could possibly see him and touch him 
again.  But Jesus comes and this time the touching is not only suggested but 
commanded by Jesus: “Put your hand into my side!”; and like Mary, Thomas is 
weak at the knees as he proclaims: “My Lord and my God”.  The evangelist goes on 
to moralise with words that apply to all of us:  …”blessed are those who have not 
seen (me) and yet believe” We could add: …and blessed are those who believe and 
therefore love. 
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