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The eyes have it: powerful portrait wins popular vote  

Mandurah artist Jos Coufreur has taken the Mandorla Art Award People’s Choice Prize with his poignant and 
evocative portrait “Elijah”, depicting the prophet in his encounter with God on Mount Sinai.  

By far the popular favourite, Coufreur’s direct yet profound interpretation of Mandorla’s 2014 theme “Elijah Meets 
God” (taken from 1Kings 19:11b-13) gave the Old Testament figure a contemporary feel with his loose brush 
strokes and bold use of colours. 

A work in acrylic on canvas, it captures the prophet Elijah in the midst of his despair, after running from danger and 
defeat, as he hears God manifested in “a still small voice” according to the King James translation. 

“I react spontaneously with colour to the subject I am painting,” says Coufreur of his distinctive style. “This painting 
captures Elijah as he finally hears the quiet voice of God. The viewer can discover new colours, strokes and lines 
when taking a closer look.” 
 
Exhibition goers constantly remarked on the pathos and expressiveness of the portrait’s eyes, juxtaposed with the 
fervent and textured use of vivid colours. 
 
“I would love to spend my life looking at this,” read the comments from one gallery patron who voted for Coufreur’s 
piece.  
 
“This painting captures the fact God interacts in a very real way with very real people. The gentle eyes of Elijah 
looking heavenward, realising safety coming, realising God's presence… the embodiment of spiritual connection.” 

Announced at and sponsored by the Benedictine Abbey of New Norcia, he takes home the prize of $2,000. The 
painting has also been sold, but more importantly, the award will further enhance his well-established reputation as 
a portrait artist which has seen him win multiple national and international awards. 

The total prize pool for the Mandorla Art Award is $42,000 making it Australia’s richest religious art prize thanks to 
the generosity of major sponsor St John of God Health Care. The award also benefits from the sponsorship of the 
following religious bodies: Anglican Diocese of Perth; Catholic Archdiocese of Perth; Catholic Archdiocese of 
Sydney; St Joseph’s Subiaco; Uniting Church in Australia and Uniting Church in the City. 

All winners’ works plus selected finalists’ works are currently on display at the famous museum and art gallery at 
the Benedictine Abbey of New Norcia from 10am to 4pm daily until August 17. 
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Caption: The Mandorla Art Award 2014 People’s Choice Prize winning work “Elijah” by Jos Coufreur. 
 

 
Caption: Close-up detail of the eyes that captivated voters. “I paint spontaneously, letting the colours form the 
picture,” says Coufreur. 
 
 



About the Mandorla Art Award 
 
The Mandorla Art Award for contemporary religious art is Australia’s most significant thematic religious art prize, 
attracting some of the country’s finest artists since its 1985 inception. For more information, 
visit www.mandorlaart.com 
 
About St John of God Health Care 
 
St John of God Health Care is a leading not for profit Catholic health care group, employing 9,300 caregivers 
across 13 hospitals, pathology, home nursing and Social Outreach and Advocacy services in Australia, New 
Zealand and the Asia Pacific. For more information, visit www.sjog.org.au 
 
About New Norcia 
 
The New Norcia Benedictine Community, a group of Roman Catholic monks, have lived in, owned and operated 
the small town of New Norcia WA since 1847. Since 1986, the community has collected well over 100 modern 
artworks on religious themes. For more information, visit www.newnorcia.wa.edu.au  
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