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Kaptein captures the 2014 Mandorla Art Award 
 
“The sound of sheer silence, a light murmuring sound, a still small voice…” 
 

These writings, from the Mandorla Art Award’s 2014 biblical theme, “Elijah Meets God” (taken from 1 Kings 19:11-
13), have inspired over 160 Australian and international artists in painting, sculpture, photography and new media, 
with over 50 selected artworks currently showing at Linton & Kay Galleries, Perth as part of the Mandorla Art Award 
Finalists Exhibition. 
 

The seventeenth biennial Mandorla Art Award for contemporary religious art opened on Friday 18 July with the 
$25,000 acquisitive St John of God Health Care Prize being presented to winner Paul Kaptein for his stunning 
artwork, Untitled. 
 

The 2014 judges – John McDonald, Stephen Bevis and Sr Janette Gray RSM – said Kaptein’s “technically very 
refined” piece works well as a metaphor for an inner stillness that came over Elijah as he became aware of the 
silence after the preceding tumult.  
 

Hand-carved out of Paulownia wood, the laminated timber sculpture resembles a classical marble bust. Soft 
undulating folds of the cloak close around a clenched hand at the throat as a single hole in the chest explodes into 
a multitude at the back, as if the subject were being violently shot through with a revelation. 
 

“There is an edgy ambiguity here that points to the prophet as a marginalised, subversive truth-teller while being 
suggestive of the hoody of a teenager. It has a telling presence.” 
 

Commenting on the Highly Commended winners, the judges noted that Stephen Fearnley’s Elijah Meets God, 
depicting the hand of Man reaching out for the hand of God was a powerful and simple image, played out the 
symbols of traditional religious iconography in an arresting, confronting manner. “The expressiveness of the hand 
acts as a map of a person’s life, marking out the past and suggesting a destiny at the same time.” 
 

Aaron Moore’s four-minute video YHWH impressed the judges with the single idea based on naming the sound of 
God, the life force itself, whispered breath after breath; “A meditative act that taps into the mystical in the best 
sense. Each exhalation condenses and evaporates on the lens, drawing in the viewer in a way that is unsettling 
and familiar at the same time.” 
 

The $5,000 acquisitive St John of God Health Care Prize for Emerging Artists (for artists aged 16 to 25 years) was 
awarded to Julian Poon for the second year in a row for his richly symbolic work, Elijah Hears God. “This solid work 
depicts Elijah shunning the face of God in his humility amid the broken landscape. The picture draws on powerful 
iconography suggestive of Medieval and Byzantine art, as well as the style of contemporary graffiti.”  
 

Fearnley, an artist based in regional New South Wales, said of the 2014 finalists, “The final selection here shows a 
diverse and strong aesthetic that is pushing boundaries as well – this reflects positively on the Mandorla Award, 
saying that religious art themes are rigorous and contemporary and relevant!” 
 

The Finalists Exhibition, being shown alongside several major eighteenth century European paintings from the New 
Norcia Art collection, is open to the public at Linton and Kay Galleries, Level 1, 137 St Georges Terrace until 
Sunday 27 July 2014. Gallery opening hours are 10am - 5pm Monday - Saturday and 11am - 4pm Sunday.  
 

The artworks are available for purchase and visitors are invited to vote for their favourite work in the People’s 
Choice Prize, the winner of which will receive $2,000. Free exhibition tours, starting at 3pm, will also be held on the 
weekends (19–20 July and 26–27 July). 
 

A catalogue of works is available from www.mandorlaart.com 
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The St John of God Health Care Prize ($25,000) 
Paul Kaptein, Untitled 
Hand-carved laminated Paulownia wood 
58 x 28 x 30 
 
 
 

 
 

Highly Commended ($5,000) 
Aaron Moore, YHWH 
Video 

 
 

The St John of God Health Care Prize 
for Emerging Artists ($5,000) 
Julian Poon, Elijah Hears God 
Acrylic paint and texta on canvas 
96 x 126 
 
 

 
 
Highly Commended ($5,000) 
Stephen Fearnley, Elijah Meets God 
Photomedia 
150 x 90 



About the Mandorla Art Award 
 
The Mandorla Art Award for contemporary religious art is Australia’s most significant thematic religious art prize, 
attracting some of the country’s finest artists since its 1985 inception. In 2014 artists have interpreted the theme 
‘Elijah meets God’ in painting, sculpture, photography and new media. For more information, visit 
www.mandorlaart.com 
 
About St John of God Health Care 
 
St John of God Health Care is a leading not for profit Catholic health care group, employing 9,300 caregivers 
across 13 hospitals, pathology, home nursing and Social Outreach and Advocacy services in Australia, New 
Zealand and the Asia Pacific. For more information, visit www.sjog.org.au 
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Further information can be found at www.mandorlaart.com 
For media enquiries contact Angela McCarthy | angela.mccarthy@nd.edu.au or (08) 9433 0214 


