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Mandorla teams up with Perth Winter Arts Festival 2014 

The Mandorla Art Award continues to build on its presence as it joins the City of Perth Winter Arts Festival 2014 
program, which runs from June to August this year. 

The 2014 Award has attracted entries from international artists as well as from established Australian visual artists 
and emerging artists in the Youth category. The Mandorla Art Award is Australia’s most significant thematic 
Christian art prize and employs a thematic inspiration defined by a quotation from the Bible that changes with each 
exhibition. This year artists were invited to interpret the theme ‘Elijah meets God’ in figurative and abstract forms 
through various media. 

“The Mandorla Art Award is delighted to be a part of the City of Perth’s Winter Arts Festival in 2014, contributing to 
the rich and diverse calendar of cultural events taking place in our capital city this season,” said Julia Robinson-
White, Assistant Curator of the Award. 

“In July, we will showcase the very best works entered in the award from esteemed local, national and international 
artists at Linton & Kay Galleries Perth. This centrally located, heritage venue is an ideal backdrop for residents, 
workers and visitors to the CBD to experience an exhibition of exceptional, distinctive Christian art.” 

The exhibition will run from 18 to 27 July at Linton and Kay Galleries in the heart of Perth’s CBD as part of the 
Winter Arts Festival 2014. It will showcase forty Mandorla Art Award finalists with the acquisitive first prize winner 
receiving $25,000, and two highly commended prizes winning $5,000. Mandorla Youth Art Award entries (for artists 
aged 16 to 25 years) will be exhibited also, with the acquisitive prize winner receiving $5,000.  

Visitors to the exhibition are invited to vote for their favourite work in the $2,000 People’s Choice Award, bringing 
the total prize pool for the Award to the sum of $42,000. 

Several major eighteenth century European paintings from the New Norcia Art collection will be shown in Perth for 
the first time alongside the Mandorla exhibition, in partnership with the New Norcia Museum & Art Gallery.  

A selection of Mandorla Art Award artworks will be toured to the New Norcia Museum and Art Gallery from 2 to 17 
August 2014 where the winner of the People’s Choice Award will be announced. 

The Mandorla Art Award will also be supporting the Michael Galovic Icon Exhibition as part of their involvement in 
the festival. Rev. Rod Pattenden, Chairperson of the Blake Prize for Religious Art and former Mandorla Art Award 
judge, has said of his work: “Since [Michael’s] arrival in Australia he has developed an impressive body of work… 
that seeks to bring together the Australian landscape and religious and personal identity.” 

Artworks featured in both exhibitions will be available for purchase.  

Past winners of the Mandorla Art Award include John Coburn (1996); Nigel Hewitt (1991, 1992); Brian McKay 
(1986, 2002); Michael Kane Taylor (2004) and Julie Dowling (2000) who was named the most collectible artist in 
Australia shortly after her win.  



Additional Information 

Linton & Kay Galleries – Perth 
Level 1 / 137 St Georges Terrace, Perth, Western Australia 
Exhibition runs 18 – 27 July 2014 
Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday 11am - 4pm 
Free exhibition tours starting at 3pm will be held on the weekends 19–20 July and 26–27 July 

New Norcia Museum & Art Gallery 
Great Northern Highway, New Norcia 
Exhibition runs 2 - 17 August 2014 
Opening hours: Daily 10am – 4pm 

Michael Galovic Icon Exhibition 
St Mary’s Cathedral, 17 Victoria Square, Perth 
Exhibition runs 20 - 27 July 2014 
Opening hours: Daily 
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Caption: John Coburn, one of Australia’s most distinctive abstract artists, won The Mandorla Art Award in 1996 with 
his work ‘Blue for faith love and hope’. 
 



 
Caption: Michael Galovic, one of Australia’s leading iconographers, features angels in many of his works. 
 
 
About the Mandorla Art Award 
 
The Mandorla Art Award for contemporary religious art is Australia’s most significant thematic religious art prize, 
attracting some of the country’s finest artists since its 1985 inception. For more information, 
visit www.mandorlaart.com 
 
About St John of God Health Care 
 
St John of God Health Care is a leading not for profit Catholic health care group, employing 9,300 caregivers 
across 13 hospitals, pathology, home nursing and Social Outreach and Advocacy services in Australia, New 
Zealand and the Asia Pacific. For more information, visit www.sjog.org.au 
 
About New Norcia 
 
The New Norcia Benedictine Community, a group of Roman Catholic monks, have lived in, owned and operated 
the small town of New Norcia WA since 1847. Since 1986, the community has collected well over 100 modern 
artworks on religious themes. For more information, visit www.newnorcia.wa.edu.au  
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Further information can be found at www.mandorlaart.com 
For media enquiries contact Joy Legge | curator@mandorlaart.com or (08) 9433 0214 


