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Mandorla: It’s Art for God’s Sake! 

On a recent visit to Florence I was reminded of the historical connection between Christian faith and art. Wherever 
you go in Florence you will see frescoes, paintings, sculptures, ceramics and mosaics all in their own way telling 
the Christian story. Indeed, a visit to Florence – perhaps above all European cities – can be a pilgrimage. In 
painting one discovers the Madonnas, the Annunciations, the Adorations of the Magi. In ceramics the workshop of 
Della Robbia turned out beautiful pieces for four generations. These pieces can be discovered on the facades of 
buildings and in churches and are as fresh as the day they were made. The marble facades of the city churches, 
Giotto’s bell tower and the baptistery confront the viewer with sheer beauty.  

It amazes me that this medieval and Renaissance society could produce so much beauty that was dedicated to the 
glory of God. This is in severe contrast to the paucity of art so dedicated in our own time. This neglect means that 
worshippers are, by and large, never confronted with art that tells of the beauty of Christ. Can you remember a time 
in which the purchase of art was an item on the agenda of the Parish Council? 

In the face of this dearth the aim of the Mandorla Art Award is to evoke art that speaks of God. It has been the 
intention of the Award from its inception in 1985 to remain within the fold of the Church. It does this by giving artists 
a verse or theme from Scripture that is to be the generating seed of the work of art. As such the Award is 
unashamedly Christian and resolutely refuses to broaden its scope by referring to an abstract “spirituality”. 

The Mandorla Art Award theme for 2014 is “Elijah meets God” taken from 1Kings 19:11b-13. This is a fascinating 
reading that undermines all of our ideas about what meeting God would be like. The prophet stands at the entrance 
to a cave and sees wind strong enough to split rocks, fire and earthquakes but we are told that God was in none of 
these. Then the voice of God came out, the sound of sheer silence: “What are you doing here Elijah?” In all my 
travels to art galleries I have never discovered a painting based on this scene. The artists have a clean slate; there 
are no precedents! This promises to be a very interesting award. 

- Written by Peter Sellick, Mandorla committee member. 

Additional Information 

The Award is biennial and falls in this year. The Award will be exhibited at Linton and Kay Gallery, 137 St Georges 
Terrace in the Perth CBD. It opens on July 18 (by invitation only) and will run to July 27. We are accepting 
applications to enter until June 1 and finalists will be announced on June 15. The total Award pool is $42,000 and 
includes a youth award. Apart from those of the winners, the works of all finalists will be for sale. All details may be 
found at www.mandorlaart.com. 

Donations to the award are greatly appreciated. Tax-deductible donations of $2 or more can be made either by 
cheque or direct deposit. 

• Cheque: make payable to Mandorla Centre of Inner Peace Art Award Account and post to 2 Morgans 
Street, Tuart Hill WA 6060 Australia. 

• Direct deposit: BSB. 066-140  Acc. No. 1022-9526 
 
 



About the Mandorla Art Award 
 
The Mandorla Art Award is Australia's most significant thematic Christian art prize, attracting some of the countries 
finest artists since its inception in 1985. For more information, visit www.mandorlaart.com 
 
About St John of God Health Care 
 
St John of God Health Care is a leading not for profit Catholic health care group, employing 9,300 caregivers 
across 13 hospitals, pathology, home nursing and Social Outreach and Advocacy services in Australia, New 
Zealand and the Asia Pacific. For more information, visit www.sjog.org.au 
 
About New Norcia 
 
The New Norcia Benedictine Community, a group of Roman Catholic monks, have lived in, owned and operated 
the small town of New Norcia WA since 1847. Since 1986, the community has collected well over 100 modern 
artworks on religious themes. For more information, visit www.newnorcia.wa.edu.au  
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