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Forums pick art theme apart  
 

The Mandorla Art Award is collaborating with local galleries and artists to present a series of forums that will 
explore the theme for the 17th award, “Elijah Meets God” (1 Kings 19:11-13).  
 
With a total prize pool of $42,000, The Mandorla Art Award is one of the richest religious art prizes in the country. 
In every award, a particular theme or passage from the Bible is selected. This unique approach among Australian 
religious art prizes invites artists to think laterally and with sensitivity when interpreting this in two- or three-
dimensional works. The purpose of these forums is to help artists deepen their own understanding of “Elijah meets 
God”, but is also open to all members of the public. 
 
The sessions will be moderated by Mandorla’s Chairperson, theologian and University of Notre Dame lecturer Dr 
Angela McCarthy. One such forum has already been held in Swanbourne.  
 
“It was wonderful to engage with artists and their ideas. Elijah’s meeting with God opens up a whole range of 
symbols and ideas around the physical aspects of the fire, thunder, earthquake, the empty cave and then the 
contact with God around the silence. Really looking forward to seeing artists’ interpretations of such a rich theme,” 
said Angela. 
 
“The forum provides a dynamic platform for artists to hear multiple viewpoints of the theme, which in turn cultivates 
rich material that artists can bring back to their studios to further digest and interpret. At our first forum I was 
fascinated by the creative breadth of ideas discussed that ranged from the literal to the abstract,” said Audrey 
Welch, who organized the events and is an artist herself. 
 
Other participants will include Mandorla Curator Joy Legge, Old Testament Jewish scholar Lawrence Pang, and 
WA artists Penny Bovell and previous Mandorla award winner Bob Booth. 
 
“I think my role has now changed to participating artist after hearing my fellow presenters! Their delivery brings 
irresistible responses to sound, colour, vision and understanding of the theme Elijah Meets God - a wonderful 
introduction to a blank canvas,” said Joy. 
 
The next two forums will be held at Kidogo Arthouse in Fremantle (Thursday 14 November, 6pm-7:30pm) and Art 
Collective WA in Subiaco (Saturday 16 November, 11am-12:30pm). 
 
A Professional Development Day is also being offered for visual artists and visual art teachers at Peter Moyes 
Anglican School on Friday 1 November, which will present a hands-on art workshop and speakers including Bob 
Booth. 
 
Anyone wishing to attend any of these events is encouraged to contact Audrey at audrey@mandorlaart.com. 
 
The 2014 exhibition will open at Linton & Kay Gallery Perth on 18 July 2014 and continue until 27 July. The winners 
will be judged by John McDonald, Art Critic for Sydney Morning Herald and Stephen Bevis, Arts Editor for The 
West Australian. Entry forms, terms and conditions and more information can be found at www.mandorlaart.com. 
Entries for the 17th award close 1 June 2014. 
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Caption: Dr Angela McCarthy – Mandorla Art Award Chairperson, theologian and University of Notre Dame lecturer 
– examines Elijah amongst the artworks of local artist Bob Booth. 
 
About the Mandorla Art Award 
 
The Mandorla Art Award for contemporary religious art is Australia’s most significant thematic religious art prize, 
attracting some of the country’s finest artists since its 1985 inception. For more information, 
visit www.mandorlaart.com 
 
About St John of God Health Care 
 
St John of God Health Care is a leading not for profit Catholic health care group, employing 9,300 caregivers 
across 13 hospitals, pathology, home nursing and Social Outreach and Advocacy services in Australia, New 
Zealand and the Asia Pacific. For more information, visit www.sjog.org.au 
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Further information can be found at www.mandorlaart.com 
For enquiries contact Audrey Tulimiero Welch | audrey@mandorlaart.com or 0404 532 284 


