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Mum and babe in arms wins popular vote 

By far the overwhelming popular favourite, Hamilton Hill artist Debbie Walker Tremlett has taken out the 
Mandorla Art Award People’s Choice Prize with her touching and evocative work The Gift of a Promise, 
depicting a baby, so small and vulnerable, cradled in its mother’s arms. 
 
Debbie’s simple yet profound interpretation of Mandorla’s 2012 theme “born of a woman” from St Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians 4:4 is a celebration of mothers and their role.  
 
A work in oil on canvas, it explores how the spiritual and the physical unite in the act of giving birth, 
which according to the artist is a beautiful moment and a mother’s gift, in this instance from Mary who 
was a mother just like any other. 
 
Using a neighbour and her newborn as models, Debbie’s painting shows a baby so much in need of care 
and nurture, but yet also like a threshold, holding the future in its tiny form. 
 
“This is a mother, this is Mary, she holds her child out like a gift, her hands are strong and warm, he is 
her flesh and blood but his promise belongs to us all. 
 
“It depicts an event which both grounds us and enlightens by drawing us close to the fragility of life and 
ultimately to its wonder and the joy of creation,” Debbie said. 
 
Announced at the Benedictine Abbey of New Norcia, she takes home a prize of $2,000 but more 
importantly, the award will further develop her well-deserved reputation as a portrait artist which saw her 
win the Atwell Portrait Prize in 1997. In a twist of fate, this year’s overall Mandorla Art Award winner, 
John Paul, was also a judge at these awards.  
 
John receives $25,000 making the Mandorla Art Award Australia’s richest religious art prize thanks to 
the generosity of major sponsor St John of God Health Care, while two Highly Commended prize 
winners and an emerging young artist prize winner each take home the substantial sum of $5,000. 
 
All winners’ works are currently on display at the famous art gallery at the Benedictine Abbey of New 
Norcia from 9am to 430pm daily until September 16. 
 
The award also benefits from the sponsorship of the following religious bodies: Anglican Diocese of 
Perth; Catholic Archdiocese of Perth; Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney; St Joseph’s Subiaco and Uniting 
Church of Australia. 
 
Further information can be found at www.mandorlaart.com  
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