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Study of landscape inspires entry to youth art award 

University of Western Australia landscape architecture student, 18 year old Olivia Monte, has called on her 

appreciation of the natural world to tell her story as an entrant in the prestigious Mandorla Art Award. 

“Many of my artworks use trees as a way of capturing emotion and attention,” Monte explained of her entry in the 

Christian art award, with a total prize pool of $42,000. 

“My Mandorla piece depicts a grand tree with roots that are embedded into the traditions of Judaism, which refers 

to being born under the Jewish Law. 

“The tree's central body contains a montage of the iconic Catholic moments of Mary's holy life, Jesus being the 

focal point.  This is an emphasis of Mary being the vehicle through which the Messiah gains life into our world,” 

Monte said. 

The theme for this year’s Mandorla Art Award, ‘born of a woman’, caused Monte to reflect on what it means to be a 

woman at any point in history, social class or ethnic group. 

“I have come to really appreciate Mary as a woman, a person who had a hard life and an extraordinary duty as the 

mother of God let alone the mother of a human,” she said. 

Monte described her entry to the Award as exuberant and highly textured with the inclusion of acrylic painting, 

drawing, collage, 3D modelling, wood burning, coffee and ink blotting and metallic foil embossing.  The differing 

styles and techniques represent moments throughout time. 

The winner of the Mandorla Youth Art Award, open to artists aged 16 to 25, receives the St John of God Health 

Care Prize for an Emerging Young Artist, valued at $5,000, while the winner of the main Mandorla Art Award will 

take home the tidy sum of $25,000. 

Entries for the 2012 awards are now closed and finalists will be announced on 15 June, with the overall winners 

announced on Friday 10 August. More information is available at www.mandorlaart.com 
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