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Medical student sets sights on youth art award 

UWA student James Cheng said the theme of this year’s Mandorla Art Award, ‘born of a woman’, raised important 

questions about the child’s obligation to the parent that were relevant to Christians and non-Christian members of 

the community. 

Cheng spoke of his interpretation of the Award, which he is entering in the youth category, in the lead up to entries 

closing on June 1, 2012. 

“The relationship between a child and mother is one which plays a very important role in a person's life - by its 

presence or absence. I like that the theme focuses on this relationship between Jesus and Mary,” Cheng said. 

“My entry is a painting that depicts a family meal - mother, father and son. I used this template to explore the 

dichotomy in Jesus' relationship and his responsibilities to both his parents, divine and human. 

“I wanted the piece to be one which not only functions as a religious work, but can also be viewed and appreciated 

by someone with no knowledge of Christianity.” 

Cheng said the inclusion of a youth category to the Mandorla Art Award opened the Christian community up to 

having a living dialogue with the wider youth community. 

As a medical student Cheng said his studies gave him an appreciation for life and people that inspired his work. 

 “My art has always seemed to focus on people, and studying the science underlying the complex mechanics of 

human life has made me appreciate the incredible density and intricacy of even the simplest of human interactions. 

“I think that physicians get a privileged insight into the human psyche in regards to the intense joy and suffering 

that can be found throughout healthcare,” Cheng said. 

The winner of the The Mandorla Youth Art Award open to artists aged 16 to 25 receives the St John of God Health 

Care Prize for an Emerging Young Artist, valued at $5,000. The winner of the overall Mandorla Art Award stands to 

gain the $25,000 St John of God Health Care Prize. 

Entries for the 2012 awards close at 18:00 WST, Friday 1 June 2012, with the winners to be announced on Friday 

10 August. More information and application forms are available at www.mandorlaart.com  
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